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Over 80,000 acres of Warrick County, Indiana has a mining history, whether that be surface or 
underground, many of which are classified as abandoned. Current landowners are experiencing 
the long-term effects of mining, including low soil fertility, high erosion, and the presence of 
invasive species. Warrick County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) recognizes that 
and prioritizes addressing these concerns through workshops, field days, grant opportunities, 
and more. 
 
They held the second educational workshop of their forestry-focused series in early October, in 
which landowners were invited to learn more about the impacts of invasive species, how to 
manage invasive species on their property, and how one local landowner is managing the 
invasive vegetation on his land. Workshop speakers included: Dawn Slack - Project Coordinator 
at SICIM, Ron Rathfon - Purdue Extension Forestry and Natural Resources Educator, and Matt 
Leibering - Leibering Outdoors. Dawn presented information on what defines an invasive 
species, why they are so impactful on such a large scale, and identification of the most common 
invasive species in southwest Indiana. Ron educated attendees on effective control methods, 
proven to work in our local region for the species that we see. Matt invited workshop participants 
to one of his properties to take a look at one of the newest control techniques using aerial 
herbicide application to target invasive species on a large scale. The speakers’ information dove 
deeper into the importance of conserving our native plants while removing and managing 
invasive species. 
 
As Warrick County SWCD’s Resilient Indiana Conservation Technician, I was able to provide 
assistance in creating flyers, designing social media posts, and promoting the event to Warrick 
County and surrounding communities, as well as helping in setting up and tearing down on the 
day of the event. The workshop was very successful with urban, suburban, and rural 
homeowners and landowners taking part in educating themselves about the conservation of 
their properties and natural areas local to them. 
 




